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greater; and would the ladies act the wary part,
they would discover every cheat that offered; for,
in short, the lives of very few men now-a-days will
bear a character; and if the ladies do but make a
little inquiry, they would soon be able to distinguish
the men, and deliver themselves. As for women
that do not think their own safety worth their own
thought, that, impatient of their present state, run
into matrimony, as a horse rushes into the battle,
I can say nothing to them but this, that they are a
sort of ladies that are to be prayed for among the
rest of distempered people, and they look like
people that venture their estates in a lottery where
there is a hundred thousand blanks to one prize.

No man of common sense will value a woman the
less for not giving up herself at the first attack, or
for not accepting his proposal without inquiring into
his person or character; on the contrary, he must
think her the weakest of all creatures, as the rate of
men now goes: in short, he must have a very con-
temptible opinion of her capacities, that having but
one cast for her life, shall cast that life away at
once, and make matrimony, like death, be a leap in
the dark.

I would fain have the conduct of my sex a little
regulated in this particular, which is the same
thing in which of all the parts of life, 1 think at
this time we suffer most in: 'tis nothing but lack
of courage, the fear of not being married at all,
and of that frightful state of life, called an old maid.
This, I say, is the woman's snare; but would the
ladies once but get above that fear, and manage
rightly, they would more certainly avoid it by
standing their ground, in a case so absolutely ne-
cessary to their felicity, than by exposing themselves
as they do; and if they did not marry so soon, they
would make themselves amends by marrying safer.